Please amend the abstract as follows: 



D i sc l os e d arc methods, apparatus and computer programs for processing 
m e ssag e s in a pub li sh /subscribe m e ssag e d i ssemination syst e m . A message broker 
receives a published message from a publisher program, and r e spons i ve Responsive to 
identification of one or more subscriber programs subscribing to messages of the type 
of the received message, the broker f orwards the received message to the one or more 
subscriber programs. On e or mo re ma t c h er Matcher components of th e syst e m or 
apparatus compares the received message with stored subscriptions to identify th e one 
or m o re subscriber programs, generates an alert when an alert condition is satisfied, 
and compares the generated alert with stored subscriptions to identify on e or more 
subscriber programs subscribing to the alert. The alert is then forwarded to the 
subscriber program subscribing to the alert. Processi ng of a g e n e rated alert by a 
match i ng compon e n t of th e pub l ish su b scr i b e d m e ssag e b roke r e nab l es f le x i b ili ty for 
onward dissemination and processing of a le rts. 
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